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Traditionally, sewage treatment has
taken place through the implementation
of large centralized schemes. Many of
these do not work — and when they do
not work, the resultant pollution and
health problems are often severe. The
reason for failure is frequently that the
options chosen in the first place, are not
sustainable. Often, sewage treatment is
a low priority when compared to water
supply, and municipal councils simply do
not have the resources to keep the
facilities operational.  In such
circumstances, there is a growing body
of opinion that advocates moves towards
decentralized, local systems, which, it is
argued, could be supported by
community-based organizations.  Such
approaches have been implemented in
parts of South America.
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